
 

The Downtown 

Franklin Association 

applies the Main 

Street four-point 

approach developed by 

the National Trust for 

Historic Preservation: 

1. Design 

2. Promotion 

3. Economic 

Restructuring 

4. Organization 
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Phone: 757-562-6900 
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The Downtowner is distributed 
free to Downtown businesses.   
If  you have information you 

would like to include in  
The Downtowner, please contact 
Nancy Parrish at 562-1958, or 
fax information to 562-0486. 

Look for us  

on the web at 

www.downtownfranklinva.org 
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Highground Services wins Tayloe Murphy Resilience 

Award from UVAõs Darden School of Business 

The Tayloe Murphy Resilience Award given by the University of 
±!Ωǎ 5ŀǊŘŜƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
companies who have overcome tremendous hurdles and have 
remained successful during the economic downturn.  The City 
ƻŦ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ IƛƎƘƎǊƻǳƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
2011 Tayloe Murphy Resilience Award service sector winner on 
September 7 at a special ceremony held at the Rotunda on the 
beautiful UVA campus.  When asked about the award, CFO 
WƻƘƴ ²ŀǊǊŜƴ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άhǳǊ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŦƻǊ 
us, as well as a humbling experience.  Our growth has been 
based on exceptional employees, continuous improvement, 
and customer satisfaction.  But, most of all, God is the key to 
ƻǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦέ  {ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ нллт ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ ŜƳǇƭƻȅπ
ees,  Highgrounds employed 24 local employees in 2010, and 
now has 34 employees.  To learn more about this successful      
company,  visit their website at www.highgroundservices.com. 

 

In the photo above, L to R, are co-owners 

Jim and Lisa Strozier, Dr. Gregory Fairchild 

with the UVA Darden School of Business, 

and co-owner John Warren.   

The Downtowner 

The overhead skies began to look ominous just as the gates 
were opening for the Friday night block party on September 30 

at Barrettõs Landing.  By 6:30 PM ñ as a complete surprise ñ 
the bottom dropped out and distant thunder and lightning 

threatened to call a halt to the festivities that were planned.  
The skies never cleared and  the Band of Oz was never able to 

take the stage for their much anticipated show.   

Still, the slightly more than 
100 people who braved the 

elements managed to have a 

LARGE time as DJ Jay Jenkins 

continued to entertain the 

crowd with beach music.  The 
fireworks show went on as 

planned.  Saturday morning 
dawned a bit cool and windy, 

but finally settled down to be 
another great  day in historic 

downtown Franklin!    
T
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Autumn 2011  

Dan P. Howe                              
Main Street Manager 

2011 DFA Officers 

President 

Victor Story, 

Vicôs Signs & Engraving 

 

Vice-President 

Pam Ellis,  

Pamôs Tea Room 

 

Treasurer 

Beverly Myers,  

City Paint and Supply 

 

Secretary 

Kathy Worrell, 
Manry-Rawls Insurance 

 

Board of Directors 

Jim Councill 

Pam Ellis 

Karry Harrell 

Beverly Myers 

Jack Norvell 

Nancy Parrish 

Gerry Patnesky 

Patti Rabil 

Stan Rich 

Juanita Richards 

Victor Story 

Scott Seddon 

Anne Williams 

Kathy Worrell 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR 

NEIGHBORé.. 

   On Monday, September 12, Downtown Franklin 

Association (DFA) Director Dan Howe loaded up his 

vehicle with his wife Betty and three DFA Board 
members and headed to South Boston, VA, where the 

VA Main Street Essentials program offered a dynamic 
two-day workshop entitled Design and Economic 

Restructuring for Historic Downtowns.  The conference 
kicked off at a welcome reception on Monday evening 

hosted at Caffe Peroni, definitely one of the downtownõs 

crown jewels.  Guests enjoyed networking while enjoying 
delicious treats prepared by the staff at Peroni.  The 

highlight of the evening had to be the ownerõs signature 
homemade gelato in flavors sure to please even the 

most discriminating of palettes.  Tuesday was spent in 
the Southern VA Higher Education Center (SVEHC) which 

has been beautifully renovated from the original 
American Tobacco Warehouse.  (See photo to the right.)  

Kathy Frazier, founder of Frazier Associates in Staunton, 
VA, along with her husband Bill, led the workshop as she 

discussed the 10 things we all need to know about 
design essentials including: the elements, the history, 

the uses of downtown districts today, the players, the 
issues, the design principles, the solutions for buildings, 

the solutions for the public realm, tools for success, and 
the design process itself.  Tuesday evening the group 

enjoyed a delicious BBQ in the historic Constitution 
Square, as they listened to the ô60s and ô70s tunes of the 

talented Brown Brothers.  Wednesday morning was spent 
with Todd Barman, Program Officer with the National 

Trust Main Street Center.  Barman is a leader in the area of economic restructuring, including research 
and applications in the area of entrepreneurship and market position.  He shared the 50 things that the 

restructuring committee of a VA Main Street program can do to help revitalize economic development in 
the downtown area.   It was especially helpful to get a preview of what Barman had to offer as he was 

scheduled to be in Franklin with the DFA later in the month.    

.  
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The Downtowner 

newsletter is 

produced by the 

D o w n t o w n 

F r a n k l i n          

A s s o c i a t i o n 

whose goals are 

business recruitment, volun-

teer outreach, and promotion 

and involvement of downtown 

businesses.  DFA is a501(c)3 

t ax-e xe mp t ,  n o n p ro f i t         

organization.  To volunteer, 

please call 757-562-6900. 

DFA Participates in VA Main Street Essentials in South Boston 

The DFA Team paused long enough for a photo 

outside of the beautiful SVEHC Innovation Center 

in South Boston, VA, where the conference was 

held.  Pictured, L to R, are Juanita Richards, Dan 

Howe, Nancy Parrish, and Kathy Worrell.   
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